Ch. 9 Study Guide

Adventure Tales—The Confederation Period, pp. 138-143
1.  
What was The Big Question?

2.  
Why did Americans have no intention of forming a national government at first?


The states finally agreed to form a weak national government set up by a constitution (a _________________ plan for _______________________) called the _______________ of ______________________.  The United States was governed according to this constitution from 17___-___.

3.  
Under the Articles of Confederation each state kept its:

4.  
The states agreed to cooperate in a confederation, which is:

5.  
Under the Articles of Confederation, the states were sort of like:

6.  
Under the Articles of Confederation the see-saw of power tips (p. 139) toward the:

7.  
How many branches did the Confederation have?  



Name the branch/es:

8.  
What two branches did the Confederation lack?

9.  
How many delegates did each state have?  


How many votes did it have?

10. 
What fraction of the states was required to pass laws?  

11. 
What percentage of the states was required to amend (or change) the Articles?



Why might this have been a problem?

12. 
List the powers that Congress had:


1)





2)





3)



4)





5)





6)





7)


13. 
What two important powers did Congress lack?  







Who had these powers instead?

14. 
List and describe the three features of state governments under the new state constitutions:


1)


2)


3)

15. List and explain the two important laws regarding western lands that were passed by the Confederation Congress:


1)


2)

16. 
According to the Northwest Ordinance of 1787, territories could apply for statehood when:

17. 
The Northwest Ordinance set an important land policy by incorporating new western lands as:

18. 
List and explain the 7 problems during the Confederation period of 1781-1789:


1)


2)


3)


4)


5)


6)


7)

19. 
How did Shays’ Rebellion end?


What was the result of Shays' Rebellion?

20. 
According to Washington, Madison, and Hamilton, what could save the United States from ruin?

21. 
What did Madison propose instead of a confederation government?  





Define/explain what this is:

22. 
What did Alexander Hamilton propose while at the Annapolis Conference?

9-3:  A Grand Convention, pp. 256-260
1.  
Where did the Constitutional Convention meet?

2.  
What was the original purpose of the convention?


How did the purpose of the meeting change soon after it began?

3.  
How many delegates attended?  



What kinds of professions did the delegates have?


What fraction of the delegates had college degrees?


Which groups of Americans were not represented (didn’t appear) at the convention as delegates?


Who was the eldest delegate?  




Which state did not send delegates?

4.  
Who was chosen as presiding officer (President) of the Convention?  


Why?

5.
Why do you think that James Madison is sometimes called the Father of the Constitution?

6.  
Why did the Convention meet secretly?  


How did they maintain secrecy?

7.  
Who proposed the Virginia Plan?


What did the Virginia Plan propose?

· A national government with ___ branches:

· A ________________________ branch makes laws

· An ________________________ branch to enforce laws

· A ________________________ branch to make sure laws are enforces fairly

· A bicameral (___ house) legislature

· _________________ representation (number of representatives per state based on population of the state)


How did the Virginia Plan favor large states?

8.
Who proposed the New Jersey Plan?


How was it similar to the Virginia Plan?

· It proposed a national government with ____ branches


How did the New Jersey plan differ from the Virginia Plan?


How did it favor smaller states?

9.  
Who proposed the Great Compromise?


The Great Compromise pleased delegates from both large and small states by creating a bicameral (___ house) legislature called Congress.  The upper house is called the _____________ and has _______________ representation (___ Senators per state).  The lower house was called the House of __________________ and has ___________________ representation (number of representatives based on population of the state).

10.  Why did Southern delegates want slaves included in their population counts?


How did Northern delegates argue against this?


How was the dispute over how slaves should be counted resolved?

11.  What did the delegates agree to do about the slave trade?

12.
On what date was the Constitution completed?


What did Ben Franklin say about the Constitution?  (see quotation)

9-4:  A More Perfect Union, pp. 261-265

vocab: 

republic

bill

veto

override

impeach

1.  
What kind of government did the convention adopt?  

2.  
From what previous documents did many of the ideas for limiting the power of government come?

3.  
How did Enlightenment ideas of John Locke influence the Constitution?

4.  
Who came up with the idea of separation of powers?  


What is the purpose of separation of powers?

5.  
Describe/define federalism. 


How does it provide flexibility?

6.  
Give examples of powers that the national (federal) government has:

· .

· .

· .

· .

7.  
Give examples of the powers that states have:

· .

· .

· .

· .

8. Give examples of powers shared by the states and the federal government:

· .

· .

9.  
What is the supreme law of the land? 


What does this mean?

10.  
Name each of the 3 branches of government and explain what their responsibility is:


1)


2)


3)

11.  
How did the Convention decide that the president should be selected?  


For what reasons did they do this?


Explain how the electoral college works:

12.  
What is the purpose of the system of checks and balances?  

13.  
Why has the Constitution been able to survive for more than 200 years?

9-5: Ratifying the Constitution, pp. 266-269

vocab: 

amend

due process

people: 

Federalists 

Anti-federalists

1.  
How many states had to ratify, or approve, the Constitution before it could go into effect?

2.  
What were The Federalist Papers?  


Who were the authors?

3.  
Why did the Anti-federalists oppose the Constitution?

4.  
Which state was the last to ratify the Constitution?

5. 
 How is the Constitution flexible?  In other words, how can it be changed?

6.  
Describe the two ways in which you may amend the Constitution:

7.  
How many amendments to the Constitution have there been?

8.  
What are the first 10 amendments known as?


When were they proposed?




When were they ratified?

9.  
With what particular kind of rights do amendments 5-8 have to do? 

